BOOK CLUB

DISCUSSION GUIDE

D I S C US S IO N
Q U E S T IO NS

1

What was your favorite part of the
book? Least favorite? Are there any
scenes or images that have stuck
with you?

2

Discuss one of your favorite characters
in the book. How did you relate to them?
In what ways did you connect with them
and their experiences or views?

3

In what ways do you relate to Charley?
Would you have made similar decisions
to hers? What are some characteristics
you did and did not like about her?

4

What parallels did you notice between
today’s world and the setting in the
book? What aspects of the world in
End of Men did you find to be realistic
given the progression of our current
society? Were there aspects you found
to be unrealistic or unimaginable?
Why or why not?

5

The story explores the idea that friendships and romantic relationships may
evolve and change in a world where
there was only one gender. Do you agree
or disagree? There has been research
and evidence to suggest that sexual
orientation is heavily influenced by
biology. Do you think sexual attraction
can be changed by environmental
factors? Do you think society’s views
about sexuality influences people’s
choice in partners?

6

Discuss Charley and Marika’s friendship.
Which woman did you connect with
more and why? How do you feel their
relationship will evolve given the
situation they have found themselves in?

7

In what ways did the topic of gender
roles come up throughout the book?
What similarities and differences do
you see between men/women portrayed
in the book and men/women in today’s
society? Do you see a future where
women are valued more than men?

8

How did the death of Charley’s dad
and the death of David’s wife influence
their decisions and paths throughout
the book?

9

Why do you think Charley’s mother
chooses to move to a Luxury Haven?
Do you agree with her decision?
What choice would you make under
similar circumstances?

10

Discuss Charley’s relationship with
David. Do you feel he’s a good partner
for Charley? Did you ever question his
honesty or commitment to her? Do you
still have doubts about his integrity?
Why or why not?

D I S C US S IO N
Q U E S T IO NS

11

Do you think the Fear Fighters are right
or wrong in the approach they take to
protest the government’s shutdowns?
How would you compare them to
current groups or movements and in
what ways? Do they align more with
liberal or conservative historical
perspectives?

12

The child who lives across the street
from Charley serves as an example of a
young boy whose emotions of sadness
or fear turn into anger and potential
violence. In what ways do you believe
that the expectations society has for
boys and men lead to aggression or
violence? Examples may include traditional values of males being protectors,
strong, and not able to express emotion.
Do you believe that boys should be
raised differently, or that children should
be raised without gender norms?

13

President Hatcher takes actions that
could be seen as deceitful, yet she
passionately believes that she is doing
what’s best for the country. Does that
matter? Where should a leader draw the
line in serving what they believe to be
the greater good? Is transparency
essential to being a respected leader,
or should they be allowed discretion
to take actions that may protect others?

14

Were you surprised by the ending of the
novel? What would you do if you were in
Charley’s position?

15

What do you think should happen next in
the sequel?
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